Newsletter 3 – November 2018

Westwood Community Primary School, Buckley

WESTWOOD’S BUCKLEY BUGLE
Welcome to the wonderful world of Westwood – we hope you like what you see & read!
Hello Parents & Carers, welcome to our November monthly newsletter. This newsletter will offer you an invaluable insight into the world of
Westwood, keep you updated and support the school’s website and Twitter as a way of sharing information and improving communication.
Well, yet again it has been another busy month at Westwood! International Day was hugely successful and thanks to the excellent support
from parents, pupils and staff, Westwood was awash with colour and culture. As a tribute to the fallen, our older pupils worked busily

creating specially handcrafted tiles which were proudly laid alongside the laying of Wreathes on Sunday 11 th November after Buckley’s
Remembrance parade. Each tile held the name of one of the 114 Buckley Soldiers who died during WW1 and can now be seen at the memorial
near the precinct. It was an honour to see many of our pupils attending the Remembrance parade and church service at St. Matthew’s Church;
it was an amazing tribute to Buckley’s heroes. Well done our Westwood family for playing such an instrumental part in the proceedings, you
did everyone proud!
A huge thank you to Mrs Quirk & Miss Pickering for hosting two highly successful stay and play sessions on Friday 9th and 16th respectively.
Yet again, these sessions were well attended and well received by our Buckley community, leaving the parents and children who took part
wanting more! Look out in the new year for more opportunities to Stay & Play at Westwood!
As you may know, Westwood is part of the Foodshare project run by the Coop. This fantastic initiative allows us to access food contributions
like bread, fruit and veg daily that would normally be distributed elsewhere.

On Friday 16th November, pupil representatives from school

collected a cheque from the Coop in Leeswood for £250 as a Community donation to use for cookery items relating to projects in the new year
run for parents and pupils at Westwood and, in the wider community – thank you Coop; we shall certainly put this to great use!
Hot off the press too! After our highly successful inspection in May 2018, Estyn asked Westwood to produce a Best Practice Study based on
their community project and pupil led learning experiences. The publication was released on Friday 16th November and can be found at
https://www.estyn.gov.wales/effective-practice/school-offers-flexible-approach-learning Furthermore, we have recently learnt that we have
been successful in a grant application from the War Memorial Society, in further recognition of our work about Fred Birks. Also, our school
name ‘ Westwood C.P.’ will take pride of place on the Row for Victory boat that one of our Year 4 parents will row across the Atlantic! What
outstanding news!
This month, even more learning has taken place outside the classroom! The children from Yr 1 to Yr 6 have been out and about on educational
trips partially funded by the Literacy Trust and Dangerpoint. All of Key stage 2 went to the movies as part of their English studies, where
they will take their writing into film production. This has given the children the perfect opportunity to use our new I.C.T. equipment. Our
children in Year 1 & 2 went to Dangerpoint on the North Wales Coast as part of their topic on Electricity. They had a ball and were super
scientists that day! Thank you to all the staff who organized and contributed to give our children these amazing opportunities! Don’t forget
our residential trips too – Glan Llyn is full! A few spaces left for Year 5 & 6 pupils for Nant BH!
On the 24th November, our staff attended the Buckley Christmas Event.

This again gave Westwood the opportunity to promote our

wonderful school and give our commitment to our pledge to be the community school at the heart of Buckley, with the Buckley Community at

its heart! The Christmas stall was a joy to behold as it was full of Christmas gifts and decorations made by our pupils to sell at the event. The
stall made £120.10. An amazing effort. Look out for your child’s decorations and gifts at the upcoming Christmas fair on Friday 7th
December.
As Christmas approaches, the busier we seem to get! Next month will be full of fun and exciting events for all of the family to participate in.
We hope to see you at all of our events listed in the Christmas Information Letter sent out last week and included in the flyer. There are
lots of things for our children to look forward to and there are exciting times ahead – enjoy your read and thank you for your continued
support.
Mrs W and Team Westwood :)

Community Engagement & News
Remembrance Parade on Sunday 11th November

What a fabulous tribute to the Buckley Fallen; the streets of Buckley were lined as
the parade passed in solemn respect for Buckley’s courageous lost soldiers. Many of
our Westwood Family were part of the organisations and groups on the day, with
even more coming along to represent school. St Matthew’s church could barely hold

the congregation who came along to pay their respects, grateful for the sacrifices
made by our heroes 100 years ago. Well done Westwood – you are truly fantastic!

Westwood War Exhibition
Year 5 and 6 invite all parents to view an exhibition by the children on Wednesday
5th December. This exhibition will include work carried out by pupils in Mrs Brown’s
and Mrs Farrah’s classes across many areas of the curriculum. It is a dedication to
the many brave and courageous heroes and veterans who fought so valiantly for us
all. The exhibition will be available to view in the main hall from 2:30 until 5pm and
we welcome parents, grandparents and the wider community to come and share in the
work our pupils will so proudly present.

Stay & Play Sessions
Wow! What a ball had by all at the Stay & Play sessions
held this month! A huge thank you to Mrs Quirk & Miss
Pickering for hosting two highly successful events on
Friday

9th

and

16th

respectively.

These sessions were well attended and well received by
our Buckley community; mums, dads, aunties, uncles and
grandparents came along to join in the fun, in an exciting
and engaging environment, leaving all who took part

wanting more!

Look out in the new year for more

opportunities to Stay & Play at Westwood!

Miss Pickering & Mrs Quirk would also like to extend
their thanks to all the parents and carers who’ve

attended the Pre School basic sessions and for the lovely
feedback during their celebration session. It means so
For more photos, please see the
website:
www.westwoodprimary.co.uk

much! They also wish to remind you the final Chatterbox
sessions is next week, which is a Christmas Literacy &
Numeracy Workshop. :)

COOP Community Donation
On Friday 16th November, our pupils were invited for a special event at the COOP
store in Leeswood, near Mold to collect a community donation cheque of £250. This
donation was awarded to Westwood as part of their work with the Food Share
Scheme, it will be used for cooking equipment to support the curriculum, cooking
projects with the pupils and the Come & Cook NHS project with the Parents and the

wider Buckley community in the New Year. Thank you COOP!

Buckley Christmas Event

On the 24th November, our staff attended the Buckley Christmas Event and lights Switch on.

This again gave

Westwood the opportunity to promote our wonderful school and show our commitment to our pledge to be the school at
the heart of the Buckley Community, with the Buckley Community at its heart! The Christmas stall was a joy to behold as
it was full of Christmas gifts and decorations made by our pupils to sell at the event. The stall made £120.10. An
amazing effort. Thank you to the staff who gave up their time to help set up and run the stall. Look out for your child’s
decorations and gifts at the upcoming Christmas fair on Friday 7th December.

International Day on Friday 9th November.

Important
Reminder

Tickets for
the Christmas
plays are selling fast! Don’t
An amazing day of fun and cultural experiences for all of the children, as we travelled
around the world to sample the delights of far away places. The

costumes and

forget to pick
yours up– only

projects produced were fantastic – I don’t know who enjoyed it more – the staff or

£2 each!

the children? You decide!

Attendance with Atti
Well done to the following classes for their weekly winning class attendance in November .
Week ending 9th November — Class 2 with 94.4%
Week ending 16th November — Class 6 with 95%
Week ending 23rd November —Class 5 with 98%
Week ending 30th November — Class 9 with 95.8%

Polite reminder:
We are carefully monitoring attendance. The expected attendance for pupils is 94% and over. We will be continuing to contact
families with attendance below this figure, who have not provided a medical note or valid reason for absence.
Remember that late arrivals contribute to attendance figures so punctuality is key! Doors open at 8.40am.
We ask that all children in the main building come in promptly, and that parents and carers let them walk into the foyer
independently; the main entrance can get unnecessarily busy at times and getting pupils to their classes safely is our priority.
Staff are present to monitor your children as they come in.
Therefore we thank you for your cooperation.

